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From the Wardens 

Flourishing Parish 
All of  us St John’s parishioners 

have shown our mettle in this time 

without a vicar.  

Of  course when David Nimmo 

resigned suddenly, everyone was 

dismayed and greatly grieved.  

David was such a wonderful pas-

tor to us all, and we are all so fond 

of  him personally, that he left a 

very big gap. 

Nevertheless the resilience and 

good hearts of  people within the 

parish have been evident. General 

offers of  help have come in, and 

individuals have stepped in to fill 

gaps and carry out tasks as 

needed. Those with large and 

small roles continue with those. 

We wardens feel grateful and privi-

leged to receive such support. In a 

few cases, we have not come back 

to people who have made those 

general offers of  help, because we 

are still assessing what’s required. 

However, be assured that we’re 

keeping your possible contribu-

tions in mind.  We’ll keep the 

whole parish informed about de-

velopments. When the process of  

seeking a new vicar begins, we’ll 

let you know. Also, we’ll tell you 

about any arrangements for pre-

senting a farewell gift to David 

Nimmo. Parishioners have given a 

good sum towards such a gift.  

Meantime the parish is fortunate 

that Fr Michael Blain has sacri-

ficed the ease of  retirement to of-

ficiate at all regular St John’s ser-

vices, weddings and funerals until 

we have a new vicar. As a parish-

ioner himself, Fr Michael is known 

and well liked and respected. We’re 

also benefiting from diocesan sup-

port, demonstrated by the ap-

pointment of  Archdeacon Monty 

Black as our Priest-in-charge. 

Monty is attending our morning 

services one Sunday a month, 

chairs Vestry meetings, liaises 

regularly with us churchwardens, 

and is available for consultation.  

Rev Judith Wigglesworth from 

Onslow Parish is helping us by 

leading services at rest homes and 

possibly taking on other duties.  

May God continue to bless us all. 

Ailsa Cornell, Vicar’s Warden  and  

Pam Hartley, People’s Warden 

August/September 2012 
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The independent engineering seismic 

assessment by Aurecon of  our Church 

and Hall confirmed both buildings were 

not compliant with the minimum Build-

ing Standard, because of  structural defi-

ciencies with the Bell Tower and the 

ceiling in the Hall.  This means both the 

Tower and Hall ceiling need to be struc-

turally strengthened.   Once this has 

been completed they will be compliant. 

Vestry has authorised the Property 

Group to obtain comparative quotes to 

do the work on the Hall ceiling first and 

this process should commence in Sep-

tember/October of  this year.  It is an-

ticipated the total cost could be up to 

$22,000. 

We will also obtain comparative quotes 

for the Bell Tower, and this is likely to 

be in June/July 2013. The cost for this 

is likely to be over $100,000. The delay 

in obtaining these quotes is due to 

other work the lead engineering com-

pany has until early next year.   How-

ever, this delay will give Vestry more 

time to ensure there are sufficient funds 

available for both projects. 

The Aurecon report shows that the 

church meets only 18% of  the required 

building standard. The Diocese recom-

mends that churches should meet 67% 

of  Code in order for people to survive, 

which means that Vestry would have 

been justified in closing the church.  

Since the main problem with the church 

is the Bell Tower, Vestry has decided 

that, as a precautionary safety measure, 

the Bell Tower will be closed until the 

strengthening work is completed.   In 

practical terms this means that the bell 

will not be rung, the flag will not be 

flown, and the Liturgical and Chalice 

Assistants will be relocated. 

In the meantime we are still able to use 

both buildings. In the unlikely event of  

something happening to the Church, the 

Hall should continue to be available for 

our use.   

We will continue to update you through 

the Roundabout and where necessary in 

the Contact.    

Brian Hartley 

Property Group Chair 

St John’s church and hall  

earthquake assessment 
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Who is that new organist? You may be won-

dering this if  you attend a service where the 

organ is played. Now that Nigel is stepping 

back a little, we are very pleased to welcome 

David Dobson as our organist at many ser-

vices. 

David has been organist and choirmas-

ter in a number of  Wellington-region 

churches for over thirty years. He is 

currently one of  the musicians at Sts 

Peter and Paul’s, assists as a freelance 

organist in other city churches, and is 

Secretary of  the Wellington Organists 

Association.  

David taught music until retiring as a 

teacher in 2005, when he became Gen-

eral Manager of  the Brass Band Asso-

ciation. This change has given him an 

opportunity to refocus his personal 

musical goals. He says, “Thanks to 

your kindness at St John’s, allowing me 

to practise freely on your pipe organ, I 

have been able to rediscover some of  

my performance skills—in abeyance 

for quite a few years. To act as a reliev-

ing organist for you in return is a pleas-

ure. It also is an ecumenical partner-

ship, which I value as a Christian musi-

cian.” 

David also composes. His piece, 

“Light”, premiered in St Mary of  the 

Angels in 2011. He has a piece for Car-

illon short-listed for publication with 

the North American Guild of  Carrilon-

neurs and has had arrangements for or-

gan and brass performed in Poland and 

a brass band composition in Japan. He 

has been a partner in three successful 

concerts in Wellington, in which the 

brass bands of  Porirua City and Wel-

lington City combined with the organs 

in the Wellington Town Hall and St 

Paul’s Anglican Cathedral in various 

configurations to perform a number of  

David’s arrangements. 

Introducing a new organist: David 

Dobson 



Baptism 
1 June 2012 

Harrison Wolf  Desmond Dawson 

In memoriam 
1 June 2012 

Thomas Geoffrey Mossman 

From the Parish Registers 
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AAW 
The guest speakers for Thursday, 2 Au-

gust will be Katie, David, Charlotte and 

Belle telling us all about their time in 

Tonga with other members of  the Arch-

deaconry working at St Andrew’s Col-

lege to do maintenance and improve 

their infrastructure. Come at about 6.15. 

We will have dinner first, then the meet-

ing will start at 7.30. 

Friendship Lunches 
The next two Friendship Lunches will 

be on Tuesday, 7 August and Tuesday, 4 

September. Do join us. If  you need help 

with transport, contact Jane, 478-6767, 

or ring Katie in the office, 973-1729. 

Men’s Group 
The next Men's Group dinner will be on 

Friday, 31 August 2012, meeting at 

6.30pm for 7.00pm dinner, in the church 

hall. We hope that you can join us. Our 

guest speaker is Derek Lightbourne and 

his presentation is "The Ring of  Fire—

White Island to the Kermadecs". If  you 

can attend, please put your name on the 

clipboard, which will be at the back of  

the church from early August; or let me 

know, 

 michael.hodgen@xtra.co.nz or (04)478-

6303. There will be a charge of  $15 per 

person to cover the meal, drinks, and 

other expenses. The clipboard will have 

a column for a choice of  roast beef, 

pork or lamb, please enter your choice or 

let Michael know your choice for the 

dinner, because we are pre-ordering the 

roast meals. 

Michael Hodgen 

Upcoming events 

The next issue of  RoundAbout will be 

published on Friday, 28 September 

2012. If  you have ideas for contribu-

tions, please contact Ailsa, 478-1115, 

a.cornell@xtra.co.nz. 

If  you would like to receive Round-

About by email, please email Katie at 

st.john@paradise.net.nz . 
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Another wonderful occasion efficiently organised by Pam Hartley for the pleasure of  the par-

ish. 

More than forty people attended the Royal High Tea to celebrate the Queen's 

Diamond Jubilee on the Sunday afternoon of  Queens Birthday weekend. They 

all looked splendid, suitably dressed for a royal occasion. They enjoyed deli-

cious food and tea served in fine china and toasted the Queen with a glass of  

bubbly before singing "God save the Queen". $755 was raised to assist with the 

archdeaconry trip 

to Tonga. 

Pam Hartley,  

People’s Warden 

Playing Royal 

The servers, who en-

joyed the day as 

much as the atten-

dees: (l-r) Charlotte 

Earle, Katie Boyle, 

Barbara Gordon, 

Pam Hartley 

(organiser), and Ailsa 

Cornell 

A table of  atten-

dees dressed in 

their best enjoy 

the good food and 

lovely setting: (l-4) 

Diana Andrews,  

Barbara Boiven, 

Elizabeth Maciver, 

Claire Hunter 
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Children of  the parish also had their 

turn at being royalty, on the Saturday of  

that Queen’s Birthday Jubilee, at Awe-

some Church.  The various activities 

were relevant to the theme of  royalty - 

including making a royal cape which 

they took turns to wear. In the church 

they learnt that they truly are princes 

and princesses, as heirs to the kingdom 

of  heaven.  We were lucky to have Ju-

dith Wigglesworth helping with Awe-

some Church on this occasion.  

Ailsa Cornell 

Truly royal 

The complex network of  relationships when you pray for others. 

The awe in Awesome. 
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St Michael’s centenary 

Our daughter parish in Newlands, St Mi-

chael’s, will soon be celebrating their 

centenary: their church was built in 

1912. 

Their celebrations will be held on 15 and 

16 September. They will include a display 

in the hall, a formal evening celebration, 

a celebratory Eucharist, and a light lunch. 

For more details, contact Jane Dagger, 53 

Baylands Drive, Newlands;  478 3620; 

email daggerfam@xtra.co.nz. 

Heaven’s joy on earth 

“Caught in the anonymous rhythms of  

schedules and timetables men and 

women of  today are implicitly thirsting 

for an essential reality, for an inner life. 

Nothing is more conducive to a com-

munion with the living God than a 

meditative common prayer with, as its 

high point, singing that never ends and 

that continues in the silence of  one’s 

heart when one is alone again. 

“When the mystery of  God becomes 

tangible through the simple beauty of  

symbols, where it is not smothered by 

too many words, then prayer with oth-

ers, far from exuding monotony and 

boredom, awakens us to heaven’s joy 

on earth.” 

The words are by Brother Roger, Foun-

der of  the ecumenical monastic com-

munity in Taizė, France, where every 

year many thousands of  people spend 

weeks or months. At St John’s we are 

fortunate to have a service in the style 

of  Taizė every two months, to experi-

ence that tangible mystery of  God and 

awaken to heaven’s joy on earth. 

Taizė services for the rest of  this year 

will be at 5.00pm on 23 September and 

7.00pm on 25 November.  

Ailsa Cornell 

Competition: Design a parish logo 
Do we have parishioners with an eye for design? The parish needs a new logo. 

Please email or post your entries to the parish office or drop them off  at church by 

the end of  August . 

The winner will be given recognition by the parish. Any prize has not yet been de-

cided! 
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“I’ve never known Anglicans so 
enthusiastic!” 
That was the comment of  one person 

who attended the ordination of  our new, 

unusual and keenly anticipated Bishop of  

Wellington on 30 June at an overcrowded 

Wellington Cathedral of  St Paul’s.  

Mine were not the only moist eyes at the 

beginning of  the service, when Justin 

Duckworth’s 150-strong whānau entered, 

singing.  In fact I gather from talking to 

others 

who at-

tended, 

that dry 

eyes for 

the du-

ration 

may have been a rarity.  There were so 

many poignant moments, like when 

Justin’s wife Jenny spoke, and when their 

family sang a 

blessing.  Such a 

mixture of  old 

and new, various 

cultures, tradi-

tional and mod-

ern, formal and 

informal. I was 

too far away to 

notice our 

Bishop’s 

bare 

feet, al-

though 

like oth-

ers I was 

watching 

to see if  he 

could fit 

that funny 

hat over his 

dread-

locks… 

(He did.)  

About four 

times the 

congrega-

tion erupted spontaneously into applause 

and cheers.   

This man and his remarkable wife and 

family have already led and lived three 

successful minis-

tries with the poor 

and outcast.  How 

will the Church 

reach out more in-

clusively now?  It’s 

exciting for us all 

to see God at work 

like this. 

Ailsa Cornell  

Bishop Justin’s ordination 
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Saturday, 27 October, 10.00am at Onslow College 

Our fair is always a wonderful coming together of the 

efforts of a great team of people, with the contribution 

of a huge range of goods, handcrafts and foods. We 

need you to be a part of it! 

• We need people to help with the transporting and 

loading of goods on Friday 26 October from around 

3.00pm. 

• Please start now looking for unwanted goods, and 

preparing jams and produce. 

• We are in need of a truck or larger vehicle to help 

move goods on the Friday and Saturday. 

• Anybody who can help on the day will be most wel-

come! 

If you have anything to contribute, ring John Sissons, 

478-5824.  

John Sissons, Fair Committee Chair 
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In the first two weeks of  

July, Belle Hough, David 

Earle, Katie Boyle and 

Charlotte Earle joined the 

Ohariu Archdeaconry mis-

sion to St Andrews School 

in Tonga. The trip was or-

ganised through St Mi-

chael’s in Newlands, with 

participation from a num-

ber of  parishes. 

The participants ranged in 

age from 9 months to 

“retired”.  We had skills in building, 

cooking, and education, and the will-

ingness do whatever was needed. 

These are a few highlights of  the trip. 

Each of  us is happy to share our own 

stories with you. 

We were treated with enormous hospi-

tality by the Tongan people. We arrived 

on Saturday morning and were given a 

full welcome by the school children (on 

the first day of  their school holiday), 

followed by a traditional feast from the 

parents in the evening.  On the Sunday, 

we were divided into groups and 

hosted by each of  the Anglican par-

ishes in Nuku’alofa.  

Every one of  us found something spe-

cial to contribute. I ended up dusting 

off  my 7th form (year 13) science skills, 

Katie ended up sorting books in the li-

brary, Charlotte was an expert on the 

paint brush and Belle ministered to the 

needs of  the more elderly of  the two 

Anglican sisters at the school, as well as 

painting and other jobs. 

There is a real opportunity for the 

school to make a difference in Tonga. 

Quite a few of  the students came to 

help us and they are passionate about 

their school and education. But they are 

struggling with very limited resources. 

This year’s visit was just the first step in 

an ongoing relationship. It is going to 

be exciting to see how it unfolds. 

David Earle 

Ohariu Archdeaconry Mission to 

Tonga 

Charlotte painting shelves in what became the 

Teacher Resource Room. 
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Services for August/September 

Sunday, 9 September (Pentecost 15: 

Humanity Sunday) 

8.30am Eucharist (NZPB p. 404) 
10.00am  Creation and Redemption  
5.00pm Holy Trinity, Ohariu Valley 
 Eucharist (NZPB p. 404) 
 
Sunday, 16 September (Pentecost 16: 

Sky Sunday) 

8.30am Eucharist (NZPB p. 404) 
10.00am  Creation and Redemption  
5.00pm Evensong 
 
Saturday, 22 September 

4.30pm Awesome Church 
 
Sunday, 23 September (Pentecost 17: 

Mountain Sunday) 

8.30am Eucharist (NZPB p. 404) 
10.00am  Creation and Redemption  
5.00pm Taizé 
 
Sunday, 30 September (Pentecost 18: 

Stumbling Blocks) 

8.30am Eucharist (NZPB p. 404) 
10.00am  Creation and Redemption 
  
Sunday, 7 October (Pentecost 19: 

Broken and Blessed) 

8.30am  Traditional Eucharist 
10.00am  Thanksgiving and Praise 
5.00pm Evensong 
 

Sunday, 5 August (Pentecost 10: 

Unity in Community) 

8.30am  Traditional Eucharist 
10.00am  Thanksgiving of  the  

People of  God 
5.00pm  Evensong 
 
Sunday, 12 August (Pentecost 11: 

Christ-like Living) 

8.30am  Eucharist (NZPB p. 404) 
10.00am  Thanksgiving of  the  

People of  God  
5.00pm Holy Trinity, Ohariu Valley 
  Eucharist (NZPB p. 404) 
 
Sunday, 19 August (Pentecost 12:  

Living Wisdom) 

8.30am Eucharist (NZPB p. 404) 
10.00am  Thanksgiving of  the  

People of  God  
5.00pm Evensong 
 
Saturday, 25 August 

4.30pm Awesome Church 
 
Sunday, 26 August (Pentecost 13: 

Strengthened and 

Equipped) 

8.30am Eucharist (NZPB p. 404) 
10.00am  Thanksgiving of  the  

People of  God  
 
Sunday, 2 September (Pentecost 14: 

Planet Earth Sunday) 

8.30am  Traditional Eucharist 
10.00am  Creation and Redemption  
5.00pm Evensong 
 



Priest in charge   Rev Monty Black 
Ministry 

Alpha     John Sissons  478-5824 
Awesome Church   David Nimmo 478-2118 
mainly music    Pam Hartley  232-2138 
Overseas Mission Secretaryy Claire Hunter     478-8568 
Opportunity Shop   Junette Mann  938-4930 
Pastoral Care 
Church Transport Coordinator Toni Finkle  478-9201 
Ezee Meals   Brian and Jane Watts 478-6767  bwatts@xtra.co.nz 
Order of  Saint Luke:  Betty Meyers  478-7412 
Pastoral Care Coordinator: Jane Watts       478-6767  bwatts@xtra.co.nz 
Prayer Circle    Margaret Sissons  478-5824 
Side by Side mentoring  Ailsa Cornell  478-1115 
Groups 
Choir     Nigel Werry  478-8619 
Men’s Group    Michael Hodgen 478-6303 
Ohariu Guild    Anne Harris  478-8896 
Parish Prayer Group   Margaret Sissons 478-5824 
St John’s Bowls (winter)  Doug Stewart 478-7781 
Women’s Fellowship (AAW):  Toni Finkle (leader) 478-9201 
Vestry 
Vicar’s Warden   Ailsa Cornell  478-1115  a.cornell@xtra.co.nz 
People’s Warden   Pam Hartley  232-2138 
Vestry Secretary   Luz Baguioro  478-8469 
Treasurer     Alan Davison 477-0038 
      Warren Bryant 478-6074 
      David Earle  478-0678 
      Shirley McGregor 478-0390 
      James Mepsted 477-1894 
      Margaret Percival 478-6864 
      John Sissons  478-5824 
      James Vinod  478-4234 
      Jane Watts       478-6767 
Synod Reps:     Shirley McGregor 478-0390 
      Chris Nimmo 478-2118 
Administration 
Parish Office Administrator Katie Boyle      973-1729 st.john@paradise.net.nz 
Parish Recorder    Brian Watts    478-6767 
Worship Roster    Gerry Macgregor  478-5033 weeg@xtra.co.nz 
Hall and Lounge Bookings Parish Office  973-1729          st.john@paradise.net.nz 
RoundAbout editor   Ailsa Cornell  478-1115 a.cornell@xtra.co.nz 

Parish Directory 


