
St Francis and the wolf 
 

You have probably heard of St Francis of Assisi and how he preached to the animals. 

One day, a ferocious wolf appeared outside the city where he lived. It was terrible 

and frightening. It was attacking people and animals. Everyone in the city was very 

afraid of it.  It got to the point where no one was willing to go out of the city for fear of 

being attacked by the wolf. 

St Francis felt great love for the people of the city, and decided to go out and meet 

this dreadful wolf. The townspeople begged him not to go and were sure he would be 

eaten up. But St Francis prayed to God and then went out to find the wolf.  

A large crowd followed St Francis out of the city. They kept a good distance back, 

just in case the wolf suddenly attacked. St Francis found the place the wolf liked to 

hang out. The wolf rushed out of the trees and was about to attack St Francis. St 

Francis remained calm, and made the sign of the cross over the wolf and said , 

“Come here, Brother Wolf. In the name of Christ I command you not to attack me or 

anyone else.” Then the wolf stopped in its tracks, came to St Francis and laid down 

at his feet. Just like a well trained dog. 

St Francis then told the wolf off for all the wrong he had done to the town’s folk. How 

he had killed animals and people, and made everyone afraid. St Francis said that for 

doing these things the wolf would deserve to be killed. But that if the wolf was willing 

to change his ways, then St Francis and the town’s people would forgive him and 

they could all live together in peace. 

The wolf showed by the way his body moved that he understood St Francis. St 

Francis then said that the people of the town would feed him so long as he promised 

not to kill any animals or people. St Francis held out his hand and the wolf lifted his 

paw into St Francis’ hand to show he had promised. 

Then St Francis led the wolf into the town and the people promised to feed the wolf 

every day. And from that day on, the wolf lived in the town, just like a pet dog. 

 

Living in Wellington, we are not going to be bothered by wolves!  But there are many other things 

that can frighten us and stop us from going out and enjoying life.  St Francis shows us a way of 

handling frightening situations. What are some of the things he did? 

 

 

 

 



Animals in the Bible (and some people who were annoyed by them). 

Across 

5. the prodigal son would have 

loved to eat their food (Luke 

15:16) 

7. crowed three times for Peter 

(Matthew 26:34) 

8. tempted Eve (Genesis 3:1) 

9. lit 300 foxes tails on fire 

(Judges 15:4) 

10. "they have no king" (Proverbs 

30:27) 

12. fed Elijah (1 Kings 17:6) 

13. "is like a vicious wolf" 

(Genesis 49:27) 

14. paid tax for Jesus (Matthew 

17:27) 

Down 

1. saved its master from the angel 

of God (Numbers 22:30-31) 

2. number of sheep on the ark 

(Genesis 7:2) 

3. "not one falls to the ground 

without the Father's consent" 

(Matthew 10:29-30) 

4. came out of the river Nile 

during the plagues (Exodus 8:3) 

6. attacked a gang of boys 

bothering Elisha (2 Kings 2:24) 

11. fits through the eye of a 

needle easier than a rich man 

(Mark 10:25) 

 

 

Look up the verses in the Good News Bible to find the answers. 
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