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The right vicar for us 

We’re very excited to announce 

that our parish will soon have a 

new vicar, Ben Johnson-Frow. 

We were looking for someone who 

could build relationships between 

our church and our local commu-

nity.  Ben has a proven record of  

developing such relationships, and 

as he explains when he introduces 

himself  and his family on p.2, he 

and his wife Teri are locals, with 

strong connections already to the 

Johnsonville community. 

In the information we provided 

for candidates we said that wor-

ship is at the heart of  our parish. 

Ben tells us that experiencing God 

in worship has been foundational 

in his life and ministry. Certainly 

he has been successful in leading 

and building worship. He is a mu-

sician and a creative liturgist.  

Ben is comfortable ministering to 

both older and younger genera-

tions and likes to bridge any gaps 

between them. He will encourage 

participation of  children, youth 

and families. 

Faith-filled, Spirit-led, intelligent, 

good-humoured, full of  energy, 

people-focused, a family man: this 

is the new vicar we present to you.   

Some formalities have yet to be 

completed, but probably Ben will 

start with the parish at the begin-

ning of  July. There will be a cross-

over period where Ben, who has 

never been a vicar before, will 

learn the ropes from Alister, who 

finishes as our priest-in-charge on 

24 July. (His last Sunday with us 

will be 21 July.) We’re extremely 

grateful to Alister for the invalu-

able work he continues to do in 

this interim ministry. Ben’s institu-

tion as vicar will be on the after-

noon of  Sunday 28 July. Bishop 

Justin will come to officiate at the 

ceremony. See the notice on p.10. 

All parishioners can support Ben’s 

vision for our parish, as expressed 

in his letter of  application: “I would 

love to see what a community truly trans-

formed by the presence of  God looks 

like… people who hadn’t previously 

known God would be experiencing him 

in community and in worship, and as a 

church we would truly be fulfilling our 

calling to be a Light on the Hill.”   

Pam Hartley and Ailsa Cornell, War-

dens 

April/May 2013 
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Introducing the Johnson-Frow family 

To receive RoundAbout by email, email Katie in the office.  
If  you have ideas for things to include in our next issues of  RoundAbout, please 

contact Ailsa, 478-1115, a.cornell@xtra.co.nz. 

Dear church 

We are really looking forward to coming 

and joining you all in July!  We have had 

a fruitful season of  ministry at Karori 

Anglican churches and are now very ex-

cited to be able to come and minister in 

the community where we have lived for 

the past 14 years.  Jakob (7) and Breanna 

(5) both attended Johnsonville Playcen-

tre and are now at Johnsonville 

School.  Jakob is currently very excited 

about playing soccer for North Welling-

ton (with dad as his coach  ), and 

Breanna is a beautiful creative genius 

who lights up our lives with her laugh-

ter.  Teri is ordained a Deacon, is at 

home with the kids full time, and 

is passionate about families and building 

community.  We both love music, and 

worship, and for many years combined 

the two through the ministry of  All 

Saints Worship and touring worship 

band "Phono".  More recently we have 

become involved teaching music at 

Johnsonville School on Fridays, which 

has been a great opportunity to get to 

know the staff  and kids at the school. 

 In all we do as a family we seek to keep 

Jesus at the centre of  our lives and bear 

witness to him.  We are constantly 

amazed at the grace that God pours into 

our lives and the adventure that he has 

called us to.  We feel both a sense of  

great excitement and great privilege to 

be coming to minister with you.  As we 

look forward to meeting you all soon, 

may the Holy Spirit continue to stir up 

our hearts in worship, deepen our love 

for one another in community, and in-

spire us for mission. 

 With love 

Ben, Teri, Jakob, and Breanna  
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Easter Day seems ages ago, but our 

Easter celebrations didn’t end on the 

31st March. They go on for 50 days – 

ending on the 19th May with the Feast 

of  Pentecost. So yes, it’s okay to buy 

those Easter eggs that are on special, 

and to keep eating them! 

After his resurrection Jesus spent some 

time on earth, and then finally, he re-

turned to God. With Jesus no longer 

around in a bodily sense, the question 

was raised: what next? Who would 

carry on his work? Would it all fizzle 

out? Obviously, it hasn’t. So what hap-

pened?  

Well, it all happened at the feast called 

Pentecost. The first followers of  Jesus 

were together, and suddenly they dis-

covered that God was with them in a 

new and powerful way. God was living 

in them through God’s Spirit. This 

group of  very ordinary women and 

men found their lives transformed. 

They discovered a new courage, a new 

life, a new purpose, and above all, a 

new power… So started the story of  

the church. 

Jesus was no longer physically on earth, 

but he was now living within his fol-

lowers and working through them. 

They were now Jesus’ presence on 

earth. Their story has continued down 

the centuries – down to us in Johnson-

ville in 2013. Christians today experi-

ence the life of  Jesus within them, 

working through them, making God’s 

life and love real to those about them.  

At baptism we were given the gift of  

God’s Spirit and the job of  making Je-

sus real in our daily lives. After three 

months in Johnsonville I keep discover-

ing people who show this is for real. 

Like the women who care for the chil-

dren of  prisoners; those who spend 

time with parents and families who are 

find life tough going; the man who 

spends hours on the phone listening to 

people in crisis; others who visit the 

housebound and sick, or supply meals 

for the those by themselves. There are 

those who befriend new migrants and 

support them as they adjust to a new 

culture, and then there are the people 

who run programmes for children and 

their parents and caregivers. The list 

goes on and on, as does the life of  Je-

sus’ Spirit, working through ordinary 

people like us, making God’s love real.  

All this says that Jesus, who rose from 

the dead, is alive in the life of  those 

about us. A woman called Teresa put it 

like this: 

 

Easter goes on 

(continued on p. 4) 
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Christ has no body now on earth but ours,  

no hands but ours, no feet but ours.  

Ours are the eyes  

through which Christ’s compassion cares for the people of  the world. 

Ours are the feet  

with which Christ is to go about doing good. 

Ours are the hands  

through which Christ now brings a blessing.  

Alister Hendery (priest-in-charge) 

Weekly events 
Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Fridays, 9.00am—morning prayer in the church 
Tuesdays, 7.00pm—Indoor Bowls, Hall. 
Tuesdays, 7.30pm—Bible Study, Hunter Lounge. Contact James, 478-4234. 
Wednesdays, 9.30am—mainly music, Hall. Contact Pam, 232-2138. 
Wednesdays, 7.30pm—prayer group, parish homes. Contact John or Margaret, 
478-5824. 
Thursdays, 9.00am to 12.00pm—Ezee Meal sales, behind the stage. Contact Gra-
ham, 970-1336. 

Easter goes on (con’t) 

Hi children 

My name is Ewok. Actually, my 

proper name is Pericles, but Alister 

calls me Ewok (except when I’ve been 

naughty—that’s when he calls me 

Pericles). I’m a black Persian kitten, 

but I’m nearly 18 months old. I’ve got 

lots of  energy and when Alister is 

away working in Johnsonville I some-

times get bored and chase my sister 

around the house and my humans get 

cross with me. But most of  the time 

I’m good. Apart from eating and play-

ing, what I like most of  all is sitting in 

front of  Al-

ister’s com-

puter when 

he’s working. 

Then he 

strokes me 

under the 

chin (which I 

really like), 

and because I’ve got really, really long 

hair he also has to comb me lots. And 

I know that even when I’ve been 

naughty, Alister will still give me cud-

dles.  

Letter from Ewok 
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Calendar of events 
Date and time Location Event Contact 

Friday, 3 May, 1.00pm Hunter Lounge Order of  St Luke Betty Meyers, 
478-7412 

Tuesday, 7 May, 
12.00pm 

Hall Friendship Lunch  

Wednesday, 8 May, 
11.00am 

Cashmere Communion  

2.00pm Johnsonvale Communion  

Sunday, 12 May, from 
9.15am 

Church Mission stall Claire Hunter, 
478-8568 

Thursday, 16 May, 
7.30pm 

Hunter Lounge Vestry  

Friday, 17 May, 7.00pm Church Violin Concert  

Saturday, 25 May, 
4.30pm 

Hall Awesome Church  

Sunday, 26 May, time 
TBC 

Church Festival Singers 
performance 

 

Tuesday, 4 June, 12.00 
noon 

Hall Friendship Lunch  

Wednesday, 5 June, 
2.00pm 

Malvina Major Communion  

Friday, 7 June, 1.00pm Hunter Lounge Order of  St Luke Betty Meyers, 
478-7412 

Saturday, 8 June, 8.00am Hall Working bee Brian Hartley, 
232-2138 

Sunday, 9 June, 9.15am Church Mission stall Claire Hunter, 
478-8568 

Saturday, 29 June, 
4.30pm 

Hall Awesome Church  

Sunday, 16 June, 2.00pm Church Northern Chorale 
performance 

 

Thursday, 20 June, 
7.30pm 

Hunter Lounge Vestry  

Wednesday, 12 June, 
11.00am 

Cashmere Communion  

 2.00pm Johnsonvale Communion  



(continued on page 7) 
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Hi Family 

As I spend time around the Diocese it 
becomes apparent that people are em-
bracing the reality that we are in a sea-
son of  change.  We are all experiencing 
the normal sense of  anxiety as we ven-
ture into the unknown. 

For me personally, this has taken the 
form of  working hard to form a Di-
ocesan leadership team to help us navi-
gate in this new environment.  This 
process will take this year; it is an excit-
ing and scary journey as people like 
Gareth Bezett and Rob Moonlight join 
the team and unfortunately others like 
Tony Gerritsen leave for other chal-
lenging ministry positions.  Through 
this transition I realise that any change 
brings a level of  uncertainty – this is 
natural.  However we can trust that the 
same God, who raised Jesus from the 
chaos of  his crucifixion and death, is 
still at work in our Diocese through 
our seasons of  change. 

Last year I encouraged the Diocese to 
pick up the challenge of  being a family.  
Whatever activity we are involved in, 
how we are together is as important as 
what we do.  That means, for example, 
that every meeting is an opportunity to 
build a greater sense of  family and be-
longing.  We are starting to form clergy 
clusters – strengthening the relation-
ships between Parishes, recognising 
that we are not islands in ministry but 
we are in this together.  In whatever 
context we find ourselves in the Dio-
cese in the future what must be true is 

From the Bishop 
there is a deepening commitment to 
our corporate journey together. 

Later this year, at Clergy Conference 
and Synod, I will encourage us to be a 
Diocese of  disciples committed to 
making disciples; that discipleship will 
reside at the centre of  all we do to-
gether. 

So going forward as a Diocese we will 
strategise how to increase our forma-
tion and discipleship.  Later, in 2014, 
we will add a third commitment, that 
we are a Diocese who gives ourselves 
for the lost, last and least.  These three 
commitments will underpin our life go-
ing forward: 

We are a Diocesan family 

Of  disciples making disciples 

Who give ourselves for the last, 
lost and least 

These commitments will empower us 
to reach our Diocesan Missional 
dreams. 

In Synod 2012 we passed a Motion 
concerned about the rising inequality 
between rich and poor.  I would like to 
see us reflect that concern in our ac-
tions.  In the next few months we will 
be inviting Parishes to a movie discus-
sion night, where we engage with this 
important justice issue. 

It is my hope that following on from 
this many Parishes will consider adopt-
ing the Living Wage Campaign as a 
practical outworking of  this Synod 
commitment.  I know some Parishes 
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have already made an aspirational 
commitment to implement the Living 
Wage Campaign over the next few 
years.  On a simple level I can’t help 
reflecting on John the Baptist’s words 
in Luke’s Gospel: 

“Anyone who has two shirts should 
share with the one who has none, and 
anyone who has food should do the 
same.” 

As a Bishop I am blessed with a good 
salary, it is hard for me to accept that 
others within my sphere of  influence 
don’t have a wage that allows them to 
contribute meaningfully in our wider 

society.  I am happy to limit my wealth 
acquisition if  it means I help some-
body else get a living wage.   

So can I encourage you and your Par-
ish in time to supporting the Living 
Wage Campaign, and be willing to pay 
the price for compassion and justice.  

Why should we do this?  

Because we are Anglicans; we are 
faithful followers of  Jesus who are 
willing to pay the price of  our convic-
tions. 

Blessing 

+Justin 

From the Bishop (con’t) 

We are continuing to develop our new 

website.  We want it to be the place 

you can go to get the most up-to-date 

information about what is going on in 

the parish. 

Each week we put up a copy of  Al-

ister’s sermon, the children’s activity, 

readings and prayers and parish no-

tices. There is also an updated version 

of  the roster and an events calendar.  

We also add other things from time to 

time, such as the Bishop’s News.  This 

is in addition to information our par-

ish activities, people and facilities. 

In a typical week we will get around 

100 visits to the site.  While most are 

from New Zealand, we get a reason-

able number from the UK, the US and 

other countries—with particular inter-

est in the lists of  readings and prayers.  

If  you want to get the weekly updates 

by email, you can subscribe to the 

website.  We actually have just over 30 

people who get updates—most of  

whom are not in our parish, or even in 

New Zealand!  Alister’s sermons have 

given a bit of  boost to this following. 

We have been really pleased to get 
some unsolicited feedback on the site 
from as far away as England.  So if  
you have not yet had a look at it—
check it out at 
www.johnsonvilleanglicans.org.nz. 
 
David Earle 

Our new website 
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This month at Awesome Church 

we celebrated Eastertide with a 

BBQ for families. The theme was 

taken from the story at the end of  

John’s gospel of  Jesus appearing to 

the disciples at the lakeside and 

preparing a barbeque for them on 

the beach. 

We had a great turnout of  people 

of  all ages, from babies upwards.  

Our vicar-elect, Ben Johnson-Frow, 

came along with his extended family.   

For crafts we made paper fish, sewed 

together a net, and built boats out of  

paper and cardboard.  The boat-

building was the most popular, with 

Dads taking time to show their kids 

different ways of  making boats.  We 

heard that some of  the kids took their 

boats home and floated them in the 

bath that night. 

The children then acted out the story 

as part of  the worship in the church, 

using the fish and the net. We talked 

about how the fish represent each of  

us and we are all caught in the net of  

God’s love. And that when things are 

not going well, Jesus is there to help 

us. 

We finished the evening with the BBQ. 

It even included two fish – cooked 

whole, including the heads. Some 

of  the kids were not too sure 

about the eyes! 

Next Awesome Church will be 

4.30 on Saturday 26 May.  Every-

one is welcome to attend.  This is 

a great opportunity to invite your 

extended family, friends, 

neighbours or godchildren along. 

David Earle 

Awesome Church 

Dads and children making boats at Awesome Church. Photo 

by Fiona Werry. 

At worship during Awesome Church. Photo by Fiona 

Werry. 
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Exploring prayer 

Through the weeks of  Lent Al-

ister led a group of  about 15 

parishioners through a series of  

studies on prayer. Each week 

we explored a different type of  

prayer: Knowing God’s Love, 

Praying the Scriptures— Lectio 

Divina, Praying with the 

church, Prayer of  Gratitude, 

Reviewing the Day—Examen. 

We emerged with our under-

standing and experience of  

prayer greatly enriched – not 

just for a temporary intellectual 

satisfaction, but to the benefit 

of  our ongoing relationship 

with God.  

A quietly and deeply satisfying 

way to prepare for the sombre truth 

of  Good Friday and the joy of  Easter. 

Ailsa Cornell 

The examen was created by Ignatius of  Loyola in 

the early 16th century as a spiritual practice for the 

Jesuit brothers.  
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Institution of new vicar, St John’s Johnsonville 

Sunday 28 July, 2.30pm 
Bishop Justin Duckworth will officiate at the institution of  the Revd Ben John-

son-Frow as vicar of  the Anglican Parish of  Johnsonville. Afternoon tea will 

follow in the church hall. All welcome. 

Vestry notes 
which was very worthwhile as well as 

being an enjoyable day. 

We are now working on setting up 

ministry teams, each with a Vestry 

member as part of  it but not necessar-

ily leading it.  Some of  you may be 

asked to share your gifts as a member 

of  one of  these teams.  Please give it 

your consideration.  To be asked indi-

cates that you do have something im-

portant to contribute. 

We are looking into the possibility of  

having the stage in the Hall removed 

but only if  it can be done with the fi-

nancial assistance of  community 

grants.  We do appreciate that many 

parishioners are very fond of  the stage. 

It  is in need of  expensive work where 

supports are rotting and we do need to 

question whether the small amount of  

use it gets warrants this or whether it 

would be better to remove it and have 

a much larger area of  floor space for 

use by all. 

At the Parish Annual General meeting 

in late February, the following were 

elected to Vestry for the coming year: 

Pam Hartley    (People’s Warden) 

Alan Davison    (Treasurer) 

Warren Bryant 

David Earle 

Barbara Gordon 

Shirley McGregor 

John Sissons 

Pratibha Vinod 

Alister appointed Ailsa Cornell as 

Bishop’s Warden. 

It was also an opportunity to thank 

those ‘retiring’ members of  Vestry.  

Jane Watts completed very many years 

of  service as a Vestry member, many 

of  those as People’s Warden.  Jim 

Mepsted also completed many years of  

service working on Vestry.  Luz Ba-

guioro and James Vinod also stood 

down. Presentations were made to 

them all. 

Vestry have since had two meetings, 

the second one as part of  a retreat day 
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Services for May/June 

Sunday, 9 June (Stewardship of  Tal-
ents) 

8.30am Eucharist 
10.00am Eucharist 
5.00pm Holy Trinity, Ohariu Valley 
 Eucharist 
Sunday, 16 June (Stewardship of  

Treasures) 
8.30am Eucharist 
10.00am Eucharist 
5.00pm Evensong 
Sunday, 23 June (Thanksgiving and 

Commitment) 
8.30am Eucharist 
10.00am Eucharist 
Sunday, 30 June (Pentecost 6) 
8.30am Eucharist 
10.00am Eucharist  
Sunday, 7 July (Pentecost 7) 
8.30am Eucharist 
10.00am Eucharist 
5.00pm Evensong 

Sunday, 5 May (Easter 6) 
8.30am Easter Eucharist 
10.00am Easter Eucharist 
5.00pm Evensong 
Sunday, 12 May (Easter 7) 
8.30am Easter Eucharist 
10.00am Easter Eucharist 
1.00pm Holy Trinity, Ohariu Valley 
 Eucharist and Baptism 
Sunday, 19 May (Pentecost) 
8.30am Pentecost Eucharist 
10.00am Pentecost Eucharist 
5.00pm Evensong 
Sunday, 26 May (Trinity Sunday) 
8.30am Eucharist 
10.00am Eucharist 
5.00pm Taizé 
Sunday, 2 June (Stewardship of  

Time) 
8.30am Eucharist 
10.00am Eucharist 
5.00pm Evensong 

In memoriam 
11 February 2013 

Bernard William Cooper 

19? March 2013 (service date) 

Annie Joyce Walter 

27 March 2013 

Dinah Lenore Kerr 

2 April 2013 

Jack Veal 

Baptisms 
24 February 2013 

Arabella Grace Wilkinson 

10 March 2013 

James Havard Hannah 

From the Parish Registers 



Priest in charge   The Revd Alister Hendery 475-9085, (021) 742-434  
  
Ministry 
Awesome Church   David Earle  478-0678   
mainly music    Pam Hartley  232-2138  pam@hartleynz.com 
Overseas Mission Secretary Claire Hunter     478-8568 
Opportunity Shop   Junette Mann  938-4930 
Pastoral Care 
Church Transport Coordinator Toni Finkle  478-9201 
Ezee Meals    Graham Soal  970-1336 
Order of  Saint Luke  Betty Meyers  478-7412 
Pastoral Care Coordinator Jane Watts       478-6767  janewatts@xtra.co.nz 
Prayer Circle    Margaret Sissons  478-5824 
Side by Side mentoring  Ailsa Cornell  478-1115 
      Pratibha Vinod 478-4234 
Groups 
Choir     Nigel Werry  478-8619 
Men’s Group    Dennis Mann 938-4930 
Ohariu Guild    Anne Harris  478-8896 
Parish Prayer Group   Margaret Sissons 478-5824 
St John’s Bowls (winter)  Doug Stewart 478-7781 
Women’s Fellowship (AAW):  Toni Finkle (leader) 478-9201 
Vestry 
Bishop’s Warden   Ailsa Cornell  478-1115  a.cornell@xtra.co.nz 
People’s Warden   Pam Hartley  232-2138  pam@hartleynz.com 
Treasurer     Alan Davison 477-0038 
      Warren Bryant 478-6074 
      David Earle  478-0678 
      Barbara Gordon 477-3236 
      Shirley McGregor 478-0390 
      John Sissons  478-5824 
      Pratibha Vinod 478-4234 
Synod Reps:     Shirley McGregor 478-0390 
      Chris Nimmo 478-2118 
Administration 
Parish Office Administrator Katie Boyle      973-1729 office@johnsonvilleanglicans.org.nz 
Parish Recorder    Graham Soal  970-1336 
Worship Roster    Parish Office  973-1729 office@johnsonvilleanglicans.org.nz 

Hall and Lounge Bookings Parish Office  973-1729       office@johnsonvilleanglicans.org.nz 
RoundAbout editor   Ailsa Cornell  478-1115 a.cornell@xtra.co.nz 

Parish Directory 


