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Reflecting further on the Stewardship of 
Treasures 

 
 
 

           Each of you must give as you have made up your mind,  
                 not reluctantly or under compulsion,  

for God loves a cheerful giver.  (2 Corinthians 9:7) 
 

It’s a truth that everything I have,  
including myself, 
is a gift from God… 
When I remember that, 
my heart shifts focus.  
I lose sight of the ‘my’ and ‘mine’ 
of material possessions 
and I reach out to worship 
not the gifts but the Giver.  (Joy Cowley, Aotearoa Psalms) 

 

E te whanau. Sparse sowing, meagre reaping;  
but if we are generous, bountiful will be the harvest.  
So let us give what we can,  
not with regret, nor from a sense of duty.  
God loves a cheerful giver. 
And when we help others, we will not just meet their needs,  
we will unleash a flood of gratitude to God.  
Many will give glory to God  
for our loyalty to the gospel and for our generosity.  
God loves a cheerful giver. 

(ANZPB-HKMOA p.124; Epistle reflection for Thursday Morning) 
 

Talking about money 
 

Stewardship is how we look after and use all that God has entrusted us 
with: our lives, our talents, our time, and our material resources – 
including our money. But maybe it’s easier to think and talk about some 
parts of stewardship than others. I suspect that it’s easier to affirm each 
other’s gifts and talents, than to talk about what we all do with our 
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money.  And yet, Jesus wasn’t coy about it. Take the story of the Widow’s 
Mite. He sat in front of the temple treasury and watched people putting 
in their offering, and dared to comment on it. Jesus talked a lot about 
money. In fact, he spoke more about money and material possessions 
than any other subject except the Kingdom of God. 
 

REFLECTION 

How do feel about talking about the place money has in 
your life?  
Why might money – and giving money to the church – be 
so hard to talk about?  
What messages did you receive about money when you 
were growing up? 

 

Money in the Bible 
 

The Scriptures present seemingly paradoxical views on the matter of 
money and wealth. Richard Foster (Money, Sex and Power – The Challenge of 

the Disciplined Life) identifies two distinct streams of teaching which he calls 
the ‘dark and light side’ of money. It can enrich our relationship with God 
and be a blessing. But it also has a dark side in that it has the ability to 
threaten, even destroy our relationship with God. That’s why we hear 
such statements as, ‘Woe to you who are rich...’ (Luke 6:24), and Jesus’ 
comment about serving two masters. Likewise, ‘It is easier for a camel to 
go through the eye of a needle than for someone who is rich to enter the 
Kingdom of God.’ (Matthew 19:24)  
 

There are, for sure, blessings. But money and material resources can also 
destroy because they are power. Jesus says: ‘No one can serve two 
masters; for a slave will either hate the one and love the other, or be 
devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and 
wealth.’ (Matthew 6:24 // Luke 16:13) In the Greek, the word for wealth is 
mammon, which we translate as wealth, money and material 
possessions. Jesus presents mammon as a rival god that has a life and 
power of its own. If you think about it, it has all the characteristics of a 
deity: money wins the hearts of people; it seeks their devotion and 
following; it gives us apparent security and freedom; it can induce guilt; 
its everywhere; it’s all-powerful. That’s a description of a deity.  
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This is why Jesus makes such a thing of money and wealth. It competes 
for our loyalty and love. Dietrich Bonhoeffer was right when he said: ‘Our 
hearts have room only for one all-embracing devotion, and we can only 
cleave to one Lord.’ Jesus makes money an evangelistic issue. He called 
people to him from the god mammon in order that they might love and 
worship his heavenly Father. 
 

A rich young ruler came to Jesus and asked him how he could have 
eternal life. He received a startling reply. ‘If you wish to be perfect, go, 
sell your possessions, and give the money to the poor, and you will have 
treasure in heaven; then come, follow me. When the young man heard 
this word, he went away grieving, for he had many possessions.’ (Matthew 

19:21) The man’s wealth was a rival god in his life. It had captured his 
devotion and following. The same thing happened when Jesus met up 
with Zacchaeus. After the two met, Zacchaeus sold half his goods, gave to 
the poor and made restitution. But have you ever noted what Jesus said 
when Zacchaeus had done all that? ‘Today salvation has come to this 
house.’ (Luke 19:9) 
 

The place money has in our lives; the power it exercises over us; the 
devotion it engenders; the control it has...these things all need to be 
challenged and changed if we’re to follow Jesus. Jesus saw money as a 
god that we must be converted from in order to be converted to him. 
 

A way of overcoming the dark side of mammon is to get in touch with our 
feelings and beliefs about money. Let’s be honest with ourselves about 
how we feel about and respond to money. Take time to ‘own’ our fears, 
insecurities, guilts and desires. Are we afraid that we have too much, or 
perhaps not enough? Who and what influenced our attitudes towards it? 
As we do this, we can begin to act upon the biblical challenges. Let’s make 
it an open subject in church life so that it becomes an issue that can be 
talked about openly and frankly. By bringing it out of the dark and into 
the light it will begin to lose some of its power.  
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REFLECTION 

What place does money have in your life? To what extent 
has it become a god? 

Like the Gauls, is our stewardship of money an aspect of 
life that we try to keep dry? 

How have you experienced the ‘dark side’ of money? 

How have you experienced its ‘light side’? 

 

Giving in the Bible 
 

Like all faith communities, this parish relies on people’s financial 
contributions. This is partly to keep the plant operating: to pay for things 
like the upkeep of the buildings, diocesan assessment, personnel, support 
of mission and outreach to the community, Christian education resources, 
and many more things, but it’s more than this. It’s our offering towards 
the work of God in this place, and one way in which we can be part of our 
community here. And financial giving is something we are taught to do in 
Scripture. We know, for example, that the early Church had a practice of 
people giving regularly a proportion of their income.  
 

There are several examples in the New Testament of churches setting 
aside money to help Christian communities in other areas, e.g. the 
collection for the church in Jerusalem. Paul wrote to the Christian 
community in Corinth: ‘on the first day of the week, each of you is to put 
aside and save whatever extra you earn…’ (1 Corinthians 16:2). Addressing 
the issue of how much to give, Paul says that ‘the gift is acceptable 
according to what one has, not according to what one does not have. I do 
not mean that there should be relief for others and pressure on you, but 
it is a question of a fair balance between your present abundance and 
their need’ (2 Corinthians 8:12-14). Within a Christian community, believers 
‘had all things in common: they shared their resources, selling things and 
distributing the proceeds to all, as any had need’. (Acts 2:44-45) There are 
examples of amazing generosity (e.g. the poor widow in the Gospels). The 
New Testament principles are about people giving regularly, 
proportionately and generously.   
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The example of a widow 
 

He looked up and saw rich people putting their gifts into the 
treasury; he also saw a poor widow put in two small copper coins. 
He said, “Truly I tell you, this poor widow has put in more than all of 
them; for all of them have contributed out of their abundance, but 
she out of her poverty has put in all she had to live on.” (Luke 21:1-4) 
 

In commending this woman, Jesus isn’t telling us to bankrupt ourselves 
and put all the money in the collection plate. But he does call us to look at 
her as a model of radical trust in God – of total commitment to God. The 
challenge and encouragement of this women’s example is in how her gift 
shows the extent her life was turned to God. It’s a picture of complete 
trust in God. She gave, not a proportion of what she had, but everything 
she had.  
 

The amount of money wasn’t the issue. The issue is the commitment and 
the faith that lies behind it. The woman’s gift was two 10¢ pieces. She 
shows us what generosity and relationship with God are all about. It’s that 
relationship that comes up in Deuteronomy (26:1-5a,10-11). The Israelites 
were told to set aside the first fruits of their harvest as an offering to God. 
And why? Because of all that God had done for them. Their giving was a 
response to God’s gifts to them. God had blessed them by freeing them 
from slavery in Egypt, leading them through the wilderness and giving 
them a land to settle in. Because of their relationship with God, they set 
aside the first and the best of what they had, in order to acknowledge 
God’s amazing generosity to them. 
 

From a biblical point of view, giving isn’t about meeting a budget or 
paying a bill. It’s about our relationship with God, and the commitment, 
trust, and faith that lie behind it.  
 

REFLECTION 

Reflect on who God is for you…on what God has done for 
you…on what God has given to you. 
How does your giving reflect that? 
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Giving and the ministry of the Church 
 

All our giving flows out of the recognition that everything we are and 
have belongs to the Lord (1 Chronicles 29:11-16; Romans 14:7-9; 1 Corinthians 

6:19-20). We are stewards of God’s abundant grace. All we are and have — 
our talents, time, and treasures — are trusts given to us by God that we 
are to use for God’s kingdom and glory. This is why every Eucharist has an 
offertory, even though not all Eucharists have a ‘collection’. At the 
offertory we offer bread, wine, our gifts of money and perhaps food for 
the foodbank, and most important of all, we offer ourselves. 
In that offering we give our time, talents and treasures, and by so doing 
we empower the Church to be Christ in the world. Within this parish the 
Church is many things: a place of worship, friendship, healing, pastoral 
care, outreach and Christian education. In its many ministries we can view 
the church as a vehicle for us to exercise Christian stewardship.  
 

REFLECTION 

How committed am I to empowering the ministry of the 
Church? 
How do I do this? 
 
 

Regular and proportional giving 
 

The Old Testament principle was the tithe – giving a tenth of what one 
produced (often agricultural offerings, later money). That was an integral 
part of their worship, just as we make our offerings when we come to 
worship. The tithe was used for much more than the operation of the 
religious system. Updating it in today’s terms, ‘tithing’ would mean that 
what we give to the church, to various charities and that proportion of 
our taxes which funds health, education and social welfare should come 
to a bit over 10%. I think it’s more helpful to follow the New Testament 
principles of regular, proportional and generous giving. (The only virtue 
for 10% is that it makes the maths easy! Many people give according to 
other proportions.) 
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REFLECTION 

Do you know people who give proportionally, or have you 
tried it yourself? 
If you were to give on the basis of a proportion, what 
would that proportion be? 

  
Many (probably most) of us also make other charitable donations, and it’s 
important that this is recognised. Paul wrote to the Galatians ‘whenever 
we have an opportunity of doing good, let us work for the good of all, and 
especially for those of the family of faith.’ (Galatians 6:10) 
 

REFLECTION 

How do we work out our priorities for how we order our 
giving?   
How do we decide between our offertory giving to the 
church, and our giving to other charities?  

 

Regular and realistic giving by as many parishioners as possible is the best 
way to achieve parish goals, while casual and occasional giving makes 
parish budgeting difficult. (Plus, giving through regular giving programmes 
enables people to qualify for a tax rebate.) The advantage of direct 
payments is that they work even when people are away travelling, and 
avoid having to catch up on return. 
 

The value of giving based on a percentage or proportion of what we 
receive is that when our income increases or decreases, our giving 
changes accordingly. But whatever method we use, the question to be 
asked is whether our giving is an expression of our commitment to Christ. 
Does it reflect our appreciation of who God is to us and what God has 
done for us? 

 

REFLECTION 

How regular is your giving? Might you need to review 
the way in which you give? 
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What resources (of material goods, of money) has 
God given me? 
How am I using these? 
God gives generously to each of us. How 
generously do we give to God and to others? 
How long has it been since I reviewed the level of 
my giving? 
What is one thing I will do this week regarding 
how I use the money and other resources God has 
given me? 

 

A Prayer… 
 

Generous God, 
all the world is yours,  
and all that we have comes from you. 
Help us to respond to your gifts with gifts of our own  
and to be generous to others as you are to us.  Amen 

 
 


