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A Great Day Had By All 

What a great effort by the over 460 
people who attended the first ever 
Diocesan Hui at the Cathedral on 8 
March 2014. 
 
Many people wondered what it was 
going to be like, an inside picnic, 
expo, talk fest or worship?  Well it 
was all that and more as we came 
together as family to worship 

together, eat together (for 
some the scones were THE 
highlight!!), hang out together 
but more importantly we were 
given an opportunity to be 
informed surrounding our 
three key themes for 2014: bi-
culturalism, discipleship and 
child poverty.   

 
There was much picnicking 
taking place as people ate 
together, shared together and 
caught up with old friends. 
  



Bishop Justin highlighted each theme with 
a thought provoking 10 minute talk and 
then valuable contributions were offered 
from the floor in the reflection times.  
These will be collated and fed back to the 
Diocese at the Regional Synods and 
through the Family Matters Bulletin. 

   
A lot of people commented on the quality of 
worshipping together in the Cathedral, and 
the Lord’s Prayer in Maori lead by Bishop 
Muru and his team ably assisted by Jean 
Malcolm was for many a highlight.  Also the 
value of hearing the word, praying and 
worshipping God through songs, whether they were lead by organ, piano, guitar or Taize 
was beautiful. 

 
I was especially grateful to the 
people who had travelled from 
the far reaches of the Diocese – 
well done Ruapehu team for 
making the effort.  It was a 
pretty action packed event but 
people felt they got a lot out of 
the four hours of intentional 
conversations, ‘picking’ and 
‘nicking’ other people’s ideas 
surrounding our key themes.  
There were lots of ideas sharing 
and mutual interest for what 
each other were up to.   

 
Into the mix we chose to 
highlight the work of the 
Anglican Missions Board and 
the $300,000 we committed 
to raise as a Diocese from our 
2013 Synod.  We were truly 
blessed by people’s generous 
contributions and managed to 
raise over $1,500.   
  



Thanks to May Croft and her Vestry 
as they highlighted what it meant 
to be a discipling Vestry and 
cooking the sausage sizzle at the 
same time; the Post-Ordination 
group lead by Chris Darnell and 
Stephen Black who made the 
scones and coffee; and for those 
who supplied jams and preserves – 
it was a magnificent effort. 
 
We look forward to the coming 
year as we continue to share our 

ideas, learn from each other, worship and pray together as we grow God’s Kingdom not just 
in our Parishes but within our greater Diocesan region. 
 
For those of you who missed out on 
the Diocesan Hui feel free to go onto 
YouTube and put in Diocesan Hui and 
you will get a taste of the day with 
the welcome and +Justin’s talks. 

 
 
 
 

Here were some of the comments from attendees: 
 

 A great family feel and excellent presentations  

 It was wonderful to see the Cathedral space being used so creatively  

 There were so many younger people there, it gave us great encouragement for the 
future of the Church  

 There was a wonderful atmosphere of inclusiveness and we enjoyed the flexibility of 
movement that the venue and programme allowed  

 I loved it 

 I was so inspired by the table holders that I came away with a pile of information that 
I’ll be dealing with and putting into action and getting considered where I can  

 I found the biculturalism forum really encouraging and helpful  

 The worship was a lovely rhythm to the day  
 
Archdeacon Wendy Scott 
archministry@wn.ang.org.nz  
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Bi-Culturalism 

 What a privilege it was to share 
with our Tikanga partners from 
across the Diocese as Bishop 
Muru brought his team together 
in our 200 year celebration of the 
Gospel message being preached 
in Aotearoa New Zealand.   
 
For many it was the genuine spirit 
of willingness to learn more 
about our bi-cultural story, our 
integration of Te Reo into Liturgy 
that I found most humbling.  
People loved the worship with its mixture of Maori and English traditions as we gathered in 
the name of our Lord.   

 
My thanks go out to Bishop Muru 
and his team, and Brian Dawson 
and Brendan Drew who contributed 
much to this day.  Please look out 
for training across the Diocese that 
encourages the use of Te Reo 
within the worship setting.   
 
There are still some Te 
Whakawhetai me te 
Whakamoemiti, Thanksgiving and 
Praise CDs available for those who 

would like a copy – let me know if 
that’s you. 
 
Archdeacon Wendy Scott  
archministry@wn.ang.org.nz   
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Child Poverty  

The Hui provided a great opportunity for 
many of the agencies that work with those 
in the greatest need in our society to come 
together and share what they are doing.  It 
was also a chance for us to see and 
celebrate some of the fantastic initiatives 
our Parishes are undertaking to meet the 
needs in their local communities.   

 
 Thanks to everyone who took the 
time to send in material for posters – 
they lined the Ambulatory in the 
Cathedral and there were 31 
contributions!  Copies of these will be 
circulated throughout the Diocese in 

the coming months.   
 
There was also an opportunity to engage 
with the data that underlies the current 
situation relating to the light of children in 
our country in two presentations by 
Reverend Charles Waldegrave from the 
Lower Hutt Family Centre.   
 
Thank you again to everyone who contributed, and for those who attended, remember 
what you saw and learnt, and speak it out when you have the chance. 

 
Archdeacon Stephen King  
archmission@wn.ang.org.nz  
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Discipleship 

The response from the groups who 
provide models of discipleship was 
fantastic and allowed our people to 
explore what each model has to offer in 
their context.   
 

We saw what two Parishes had developed 
for themselves and what some people are 
doing to get groups outward-looking and 
serving in their communities.   

 
Having well-known, new, re-
imagined and home-grown 
models of discipleship all on 
offer at the same venue 
reminded us that there really 
are some excellent options for 
our local church.  We can’t wait 
to see the fruit of this in the 
coming years.  
 
Gareth Bezett 
gareth@wn.ang.org.nz   
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