
Hear O Israel, the Lord our 

God, the Lord is one.  Love 

the Lord your God with all 

your heart, and with all your 

soul, and with all your 

strength.  May what you 

learn here today be upon 

your hearts.  May you share 

what you receive today with 

your children.  May you 

share the word of the Lord 

with them when you sit at 

home, in your churches, in 

their schools, as you walk 

alongside them. 

When your children ask you 

“what is the meaning of all 

that we have heard about 

God” tell them “God loves his 

people and with his mighty 

hand he sets them free.”  He 

set his people free from slav-

ery in Egypt, shows us the 

way to live life in all its full-

ness, and sent his only son 

Jesus that whoever believes 

in him might be set free 

from death to live forever. 

He has done amazing, in-

credible, wonderful things in 

the lives of all who seek him, 

from the very youngest to 

the very oldest, so that all 

might know him.  He alone is 

worthy of our praise 

Deuteronomy 6 (adapted) 

In this issue of Rounda-

bout we are very happy to 

highlight some of the 

range of ministry going on 

in the parish.  We have 

been fitting together, plant-

ing and planning in particu-

lar for two new ministries 

to tweenagers (ages 11–

14) and young adults since 

last issue.  We are a com-

munity that shares faith 

and disciples one another 

from preschool all the way 

through to our many rest 

home services.  Preschool 

kids church, primary 

school kids church, tween-

agers kids church, Youth 

group for tweens and 

teens, young adults minis-

tries, family/adult ministries 

including mainly music, the 

marriage course, Alphas, 

Lenten studies, home 

groups are developing, 

worship services in a 

range of styles that cater 

for young and old, pastoral 

visits and rest home ser-

vices.  Whatever your age 

and stage there is a place 

for you.  We are truly one 

big family in God—young 

and old, from different cul-

tures and backgrounds, 

from people seeking God 

and new Christians 

through to people who 

have been worshipping at 

St John’s all their lives—all 

growing in faith together. 

None of this would be 

possible of course without 

many people putting up 

their hands and answering 

the call to ministry in 

many different ways.  I am 

very thankful—both to the 

one who calls them, and to 

the faithfulness of those 

who say “here am I, send 

me”.  It’s been amazing to 

see leaders emerge, teams 

being built, and the whole 

church growing as a result. 

Yours in Christ 

Rev Ben Johnson-Frow 

Vicar 
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AAW  

Diocesan Meetings mem-

bers have attended have 

been: on 26 May, the visit 

of the Mother's Union 

World President at Wel-

lington Cathedral; on 6 

June at St. Chris-

topher's  Church, Ta-

wa;  and on 25 July, the 

Diocesan "Get Creative" 

Craft Day at St. Mary's 

Levin. 

Upcoming events 
The shorter service and 

earlier supper time at 

our monthly Services are 

being continued. Our 

September meeting will 

be on Saturday, 5 Sep-

tember, at 2.00 p.m., a 

conducted tour of St. 

Gerard's Monastery, in-

cluding the chapel. A car 

pool will leave the 

church at 1.00p.m. The 

number who can visit is 

20. Those wishing to go 

please advise Toni Finkle, 

478-9201, or Margaret 

Smith, 938 7915. On 

Thursday, 1 October, at 

7.30 p.m. in the Hunter 

Lounge, Teri Johnson-

Frow has kindly agreed 

to speak. On Thursday, 

12 November (please 

note this is the second 

Thursday in the month, 

not the first as usual) we 

will have our annual 

AGM taken by Vicar Ben. 

read the lovely eulogy 

that Rosemary's grand-

daughter Alison had giv-

en at the funeral Service. 

We all know that Rose-

mary is at peace with Je-

sus and the God she 

loved all her life. 

Recent events 
For the past three 

months our Group has 

had interesting meetings 

and participated in Dioc-

esan events. 

On 4 June our meeting 

trialled a shortened ser-

vice and an earlier sup-

per time and then 

showed a DVD—Te 

Rongopai: 200 years of 

the Gospel in New Zea-

land. 

On 2 July we had an af-

ternoon meeting at 

Claire Hunter's home, 

where Rev. Dorothy 

Howard spoke on her 

missionary time with her 

husband in Africa in  the 

late 1950's. They were 

very courageous, and en-

terprising in primitive 

conditions. 

On 6 August, Liz McLean, 

a member of St. Michael's 

Newlands, gave an inspir-

ing address on her man-

ager's role at Victim Sup-

port, Wellington. 

Our Group were very 

saddened to suddenly 

lose a beloved person—

Rosemary Palmer —who 

died in Wellington Hospi-

tal. Many of our mem-

bers had visited her since 

she had recently gone to 

Te Hopai home and dur-

ing her short stay in hos-

pital. Many of us joined 

her family in attending 

her funeral on 31 July 

and several of us spoke 

of her life among us for 

more than 30 years. She 

had been a much loved 

and valued friend as well 

as a gifted pianist who 

had shared her talents 

playing for church ser-

vices, including those at 

retirement homes and 

church festivals. She was 

a member of the Order 

of St. Luke and would 

play the organ any 

time when needed. She 

was also known for the 

many kindnesses she 

showed over the years 

to numerous past and 

present people in our 

church family. She dearly 

loved our church and her 

home and garden. 

A special requiem mass 

was held in her memory 

at 10.00a.m. on Thursday, 

6 August, with some of 

her favourite hyms and 

readings, and Vicar Ben 
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Events for June/July/August 

AAW: First Thursday of the month. Details of specific meetings on previous page. 

Contact Toni Finkle, 478-9201. 

Coffee klatch: Irregular times and places, at least once a month. To be added to 

the Facebook page, contact Katie, 478-0678, or Ruth Peoples, 478-1029. 

Ezee Meal sales: Thursdays, 9.00am to 12.00noon. In the room behind the hall. 

Contact Graham Soal, 970-1336. 

Friendship Lunch: Tuesdays, 1 September, 6 October, 3 November, 12noon. Con-

tact Katie, 

mainly music at Ohariu Valley: Tuesdays, 1, 8, 15, 22 September, 13, 20, 27 Octo-

ber; 3, 10, 17, 24 November;  10.00am start, currently in the Hoskins home, 636 

Ohariu Valley Rd, but back in the Ohariu Valley Hall once it opens up again. Joint 

Father’s Day session with St John’s, Saturday, 5 September at 4.30pm in the St 

John’s hall. Contact Lisa Hoskins, 499-7636. 

mainly music at St John’s: Wednesdays,  2, 9, 16, 23 September, 14, 21, 28 Octo-

ber, 4, 11, 18, 25 November at 9.30am, St John’s Hall. Joint Father’s Day session 

with Ohariu Valley, Saturday, 5 September at 4.30pm, St John’s Hall. Contact Katie, 

478-0678, katieboylenz@gmail.com. 

Prayer Group: Wednesdays, 7.30pm, at parishioner homes. Contact John Sissons, 

478-5824. 

Vestry: Tuesdays, 15 September, 20 October, 17 November, 7.30pm, members’ 

houses. Contact Ruth Peoples, 478-1029. 

Youth Group: Senior (year 10–13) on Tuesdays, 1, 8, 15, 22 September, 13, 20, 27 

October; 3, 10, 17, 24 November, 7.30pm in the Villas Trust Lounge.  Contact Ad-

am Howard-Brumby, (027) 227-8226. 

Youth Group: Junior (years 7–10) on Fridays, 4, 11, 18, 25 September, 16, 23, 30 

October, 6, 13, 29, 27 November, 7.30pm. Contact Adam Howard-Brumby, (027) 

227-8226. 
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All women in the parish are warmly wel-

come to come to any AAW event. People 

are also welcome to speak to any mem-

ber of our group after any service. 



Some of our ministries 
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Young Adults 

Lisa and Nathan 

Carlton 

Following the running of 

and Alpha course at St. 

Johns the other leaders, 

Lisa and I all had the 

question: what now? Lisa 

and I felt strongly that 

there were a number of 

young adults that had 

been connected at one 

time or another but that 

having a more focused 

and intentional group 

would be far better. We 

are keen to do the jour-

ney with others and learn 

from each other along the 

way and to help others 

discover more about who 

God is and what this 

means for us. This is a 

time in a lot of people’s 

lives where they step out 

from their parents’ faith 

and the guidance of youth 

group and discover who 

Jesus is for themselves. 

Very often the church 

struggles to cater for this 

stage and tends to lose 

some of its most valuable 

people. The goal of this 

group is to engage in hon-

est discussion about God 

and to wrestle with the 

issues facing our young 

adults together with Jesus 

as the centre. 

Nathan Carlton 

We wanted to give you an idea of all the wonderful people we have working in different minis-
tries. Unfortunately we only have a small cross-section, but we are excited to give you some in-

formation about these ministries, and tell you some of the other things we do. 

Other ministries 

not covered here 

Believe it or not, we have 

many ministries not cov-

ered here! They work with 

a range of people, and in-

clude: 

 mainly music (one 

session associated 

with Ohariu Valley, 

being held in the 

Hunter Lounge while 

the Ohariu Valley Hall 

is being restored, and 

one session at St 

John’s) 

 Kids Church (see 

Teri’s report, which 

has gorgeous pictures 

and wonderful detail) 

 Friendship Lunch (on 

the first Tuesday of 

each month, a great 

meal for a gold coin 

donation) 

 rest home services 

 meals at need. 

 

And of course, there are 

the huge number of things 

we do for each other eve-

ry day, and for members of 

the community.  

RoundAbout needs a new compiler/editor. 
Katie has been putting RoundAbout together, but since she’s gone back to work she is unable to 

continue. This will be her final issue. 

We need a person or a team of people to put RoundAbout together. This is your chance to put 
your own stamp on the parish, connect with parishioners (both through publishing the magazine 
and by organising the pieces that are included), and maybe stretch your skillset. If you are interest-

ed, talk to Ben or Teri. 
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Youth 

St Johns is part of a youth 

collective for the Anglican 

Churches in the Northern 

suburbs.  The four 

Churches involved are: St 

John’s Johnsonville, St 

Michael’s Newlands, St 

Barnabas Onslow, and 

Churton Park Anglican 

Church. 

We have two groups. One 

meets on a Tuesday night 

and is aimed at ages 14–

18, and one meets on a 

Friday night and is aimed 

at ages 11–14.  We are 

fortunate to have a team 

of around 10 keeping the 

wheels moving. 

We play games, study the 

Bible, go on camps and 

support one another 

through life. 

Together we are trying to 

honour God, follow Jesus, 

encourage each other, 

have fun, and grow our 

gifts. 

We really appreciate being 

a part of the St John’s 

community and are grate-

ful for the support the 

Church has offered. 

Adam Howard-Brumby 

 

Ezee Meals 

To support Wellington City 

Mission and provide nutri-

tious, tasty meals at a rea-

sonable price for people in 

the community who are un-

able to cook for whatever 

reason, we sell Ezee Meals. 

Here’s what Graham Soal, 

who coordinates Ezee 

Meals for the parish, has to 

say about them. 

Anyone can buy Ezee 

Meals. So whether you 

have difficulty shopping or 

preparing your own food 

– or you just want some-

thing quick, easy and nu-

tritious – they’re the per-

fect mealtime solution. 

They’re created fresh and 

instantly frozen, ready for 

you to simply heat and 

eat whenever you like – in 

the oven or the micro-

wave. They can be stored 

in the freezer for 6-9 

months from the time of 

purchase as shown by the 

best before date. 

Better still, every meal 

sold contributes to the 

Parish – so you can feel 

good about what you’re 

eating in every sense. 

We sell Ezee Meals on 

Thursday mornings 9:30 

to noon up the stairs at 

the rear of the main 

church hall. Orders may 

also be arranged by ring-

ing Jo or Graham Soal 

970 1336 and may be 

picked up Thursday morn-

ing or delivered for a 

small charge. The main 

meals are 400 gms and 

cost $8:00 each and the 

smaller meals are 300gms 

and cost $5:00 each. 

For any additional infor-

mation please ring Jo or 

Graham.  

Graham Soal 
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Evensong—An Anglican treasure 

setting the customary mu-

sical presentation of the 

Offices, and as the years 

passed music was com-

posed to relate to these 

particular Offices which 

encouraged a choral 

presentation of the Office 

which was both beautiful 

and tuneful. The Service 

sought, through beautiful 

music and prayer, to offer 

worship to God. Anglican 

Cathedrals around the 

world still offer this musi-

cal opportunity to worship 

and should you have the 

opportunity, it is an experi-

ence not to be missed. At 

the Office, in such settings 

once the preparation has 

been completed, the con-

gregation is expected to 

participate more by listen-

ing than by singing, as the 

choir deliver well practised 

and exquisite musical in-

terpretations relevant to 

the Office. I suspect that is 

why we find two “The 

Lord’s Prayer” in our Ser-

vice Book. The first in the 

preparation is intended for 

congregational use, while 

the one in the Office itself 

could have complicated 

versions in which the con-

gregation would find it dif-

ficult to do more than lis-

ten, worshipping as they 

listened.  

During the middle of the 

last Century in England the 

Parish Family Communion 

began to replace Matins 

and the advent of such tel-

evisual treats as The Forsyte 

Saga contributed to the 

decline of attendance at 

the Evening Service. Peo-

ple’s lives also became 

much busier and attend-

ance to choir practises be-

came a commitment fewer 

were willing to make. 

These factors together 

conspired to decrease, in 

the Parish setting, the reci-

tation of these Offices. 

We still do have Even-

song here at Saint 

John’s on the first and 

third Sunday of the month 

led by a choir composed 

of members of the North-

ern suburbs congregations 

under the leadership of 

Greg Knight. They were 

regularly singing the Office 

here when I arrived in 

1987 and we are fortunate 

that they still like to sing 

the Office. They would 

welcome support both to 

sing, and also to join in the 

Anyone who has had the 

privilege to attend the Of-

fices of the Day in a Mon-

astery or other religious 

Foundation will be deeply 

appreciative of the power 

of music as a vehicle for 

worship. There are seven 

Offices of the Day and 

when they are sung they 

are often still sung using 

the ancient form of music 

we call Plainchant, an early 

form of musical notation 

which still finds a place in 

the music we sing in the 

Church. The evening Hymn 

“Before the ending of the 

day...” [number 12 in our 

new Hymn Books] is the 

Office Hymn for the last 

Office of the day, Com-

pline, and it is still popular-

ly sung to its beautiful 

plainchant melody. 

At the Reformation of the 

Church of England when 

the First Book of Com-

mon Prayer was compiled 

in 1549 these Offices were 

conflated into two main 

daily Offices, Morning and 

Evening Prayer, better 

known to us as Matins and 

Evensong. The purpose of 

the Offices was to main-

tain in its new Parochial 
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Evensong (con’t) 
Office. In our setting the 

service is fully congrega-

tional, except for an An-

them after the Third Col-

lect, and so we only recite 

this especially intimate 

opportunity of worship 

and praise. 

Philip – an aging bass. 

the Lord’s Prayer once. 

Those of us who do still 

find the Office of Even-

song helpful would wel-

come greater interest in 

 

Restoration of Holy Trinity begins! 

praying that we might 

even be able to celebrate 

Christmas back in the 

church, all things going to 

plan! 

Special thanks to Warren, 

Darren and Lisa for 

clearing out the church 

so that work could begin, 

and to Lisa and the La-

dies Guild of the Valley 

for all their amazing 

fundraising and getting in 

behind this project—

thanks guys! 

flected in the enthusiastic 

way the community re-

sponded to the appeal to 

raise $100,000 to re-

store this building.  It was 

thought we would have 

to restore the church in 

stages as the funds came 

in, but as of last month 

we were almost to our 

fundraising goal so we 

have asked the builder to 

begin and stay on site un-

til the work is complet-

ed.  We are hoping/

The Ohariu Valley Com-

munity, with the help of 

Meridian Energy, the 

Wellington City council 

and the St Johns Villas 

Trust, have banded to-

gether to help raise the 

funds necessary for the 

full restoration of the 

historic Holy Trinity 

Church in the Valley. 

This wee church has un-

dergone something of a 

revival in the past couple 

of years and this was re-

Above: Darren Hoskins and Warren Bryant clearing out the 

church. Right: The church after everything was taken out. 



The Watson Family: We travel—a lot! 

We, Joel, Vicki, Cameron 

and Lexie, arrived in 

New Zealand last July.  

Joel works for the For-

eign and Commonwealth 

Office (UK) and is in 

New Zealand working at 

the British High Com-

mission.  When we ar-

rived here we thought 

we would visit several 

different churches before 

finding ‘the one’ but 

found St John’s on our 

second outing and didn’t 

feel the need to look an-

ywhere else. 

Joel and I left the UK as 

bright-eyed 21 year olds 

and lived in Belize 

(Central America) for 

three years.   We worked 

hard, made friends and 

did lots of travelling in 

the region before head-

ing off to Pakistan for al-

most four years.  Living 

in a mainly Muslim coun-

try was a real eye-

opener and though there 

were regular Anglican 

services we were ‘high-

day and holiday’ worship-

pers.  Again we worked 

hard but enjoyed our 

time off and travelled in 

the country (sadly not 

possible now) as well as 

internationally.  We made 

our first trip to Australia 

but didn’t get as far as 

New Zealand.  

After Pakistan we head-

ed back to the UK for 

three years and Camer-

on was born while we 

were there.   We attend-

ed our local church fairly 

regularly but didn’t really 

find a home there. 

When Cameron was two 

we were sent to Vanuatu 

for four years.  We sur-

vived cyclones, tropical 

storms and a visit from 

the Archbishop of Can-

terbury before Lexie ar-

rived but we didn’t find a 

regular church to suit us. 

On leaving Vanuatu the 

niggle ‘we should attend 

church more often’ be-

came a shove and, de-

spite another posting to 

a Muslim country, we 

were determined to find 

a church that really suit-

ed us.  We found the An-

glican church on our first 

Friday in the country 

(Friday/Saturday weekend 

there) and never looked 

back.  The children enjoyed 

‘Sunday School’ (on a Fri-

day) and we all enjoyed the 

worship and the friend-

ships that grew from at-

tending church regularly. 

Permission had been given 

by the Emir for an Anglican 

church to be built and dur-

ing our second year a new 

priest came to start the 

building process.  We both 

became very involved in 

this.  I became secretary to 

the priest and Joel became 

Chair of the fundraising 

committee.  Four years lat-

er it was time to leave, 

sadly before the Church 

was built, but we have kept 

in touch with many of our 

friends and have seen the 

wonderful pictures of the 

Church of the Epiphany as 

it opened. 

We were then sent back 

to the UK where we at-

tended our local church, 

Lexie went to Sunday 

school and I became a Sun-

day school teacher as well 

as the parish administrator.  

Joel served on the Parish 

Council and spent a lot of 

time digging through the 

archives to find out all he 

could about Chancel repair 
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This month we are profiling the Watson family. From 31 August, Vicki will be our office ad-
ministrator. Please say hello when you get a chance, and give her your support in keeping 

Ben organised. 
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St John’s already has a 
Northern Cluster Youth 
Group for our tweenag-
ers that meets on a Fri-
day night at 7.00pm in 
the hall.  This week we 
met with our St John’s 
tweens to talk about 
what they need on a 
Sunday morning to help 
them grow in knowing 
God. They came up with 

some GREAT answers! 

What did they want 
for their group?  Time 
together with their 
peers, thought-provoking 

videos, discussions, deep 
questions, games/quizzes/
fun stuff, and a chance to 
be involved in running 

things in church...  

What did they want 
to learn about?  Jesus: 
who he is and how to be 
like him; how to have a 
relationship with God; 
knowing how to answer 
questions like “why are 
you a Christian?” and 
“what is the Gospel?”; 
how to make the most 
of life; how to develop 
the fruits of the Holy 

Spirit in their lives; and 
what does it actually look 
like to be a follower of Je-

sus in everyday life. 

What did they want to 
do?  Lead the church in 
worship sometimes, spend 
time together, serve our 
wider community, have fun 
outings and sleepovers 

sometimes. 

So what now? We are 
now looking to gather a 
leadership team that would 
be up for ministering with 
and mentoring these guys 
on Sunday mornings.  Not 
every week necessarily, but 
as part of a team.  If you 
think this might be an area 
God wants you to get in-
volved in please let Ben or 
Teri know. We will aim to 
meet mid-September to 
look at how we might 
launch this exciting new 

group in Term 4. 

Ben: vic-

ar@johnsonvilleanglicans.o

rg.nz Teri: 

teri_ben@hotmail.com  

liability (you do not want 

to know about this!).   

Cameron decided board-

ing school was the way 

forward as he had enough 

of the travelling but we 

found an Anglican school 

(the second oldest in the 

world, which started for 

the choir boys to be edu-

cated) and he attends 

weekly church services at 

our time here.  Once 

again we are travelling, 

both in New Zealand and 

overseas, but enjoy re-

turning to our current 

home at St John’s on a 

Sunday morning.  We will 

be here in New Zealand 

for at least three more 

years…but we always 

wonder, what does God 

have in mind for us next! 

Rochester Cathedral. 

We loved the welcome 

we received from St 

John’s and are enjoying a 

new style of worship – 

our previous churches 

have been much more 

traditional.  As we have 

found out before, a 

shared belief helps to 

make some great friends 

and we are really enjoying 

The Watson family (con’t) 

Tweens Group on Sunday (ages11–14) 

mailto:vicar@johnsonvilleanglicans.org.nz
mailto:vicar@johnsonvilleanglicans.org.nz
mailto:vicar@johnsonvilleanglicans.org.nz
mailto:teri_ben@hotmail.com


 

At the Friendship Lunch, 
some of our younger parish-
ioners and younger relatives 
of parishioners helped out. 
They enjoyed helping, the 
people attending enjoyed the 
service and the meal—

everybody won! 



Photos © Treasuring Hearts PHotography 
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Small change for a big change 

Introducing the An-

glican Mission Box 

Do you get annoyed by 

having too much small 

change in your pocket?  Do 

your piles of small coins 

spread around the house? 

Do you ever wonder if 

there is an easy way to get 

rid of this clutter and help 

others at the same time? 

If you answered ‘Yes’ to any 

of these questions – then 

the Anglican Mission Box is 

for you. 

The Anglican Mission Box 

is a small cardboard box 

that you can take home.  

Whenever you have spare 

coins, you put them into 

the box. Twice a year 

(October and April), we ask 

you to return the boxes to 

church.  Of course, if you 

fill it up sooner you are 

welcome to bring it in 

earlier. (You will get a 

receipt to show how 

much you have given – 

unfortunately these 

donations are not tax 

deductable). 

All the money goes to the 

Anglican Missions Board.  

Current projects 

supported by the Board 

are located in Polynesia, 

Melanesia and Tanzania 

and cover support for 

landless people, providing 

welfare and health 

services, improving water 

and sanitation and 

supporting parishes to 

proclaim the Gospel.  

Details of the projects are 

available at 

www.anglicanmissions.org.  

Our parish has a target of 

raising $1,800 a year for 

the Anglican Mission 

Board through the boxes 

and the mission table. This 

is matched by $1,800 

from parish funds. In 2014, 

we raised $1,703 from the 

boxes and table and 

contributed a further 

$1,800 from the parish 

funds.  As the end of July, 

we had raised only $568 

from boxes and the 

mission table. So we are 

running a bit behind  at 

this stage.  It would be 

great to catch up and even 

exceed our target this 

year. 

The boxes will be available 

to take home from the 

first week of October.  If 

you already have a box, 

please bring it in in 

October. We encourage 

you to place the box in 

the offertory plate, so it is 

recognised and blessed as 

part of our overall giving. 

Thank you Claire 

For the last 15 years, Claire Hunter has been our Parish Mission Motivator.  

She has done a great job of keeping the donations going, particularly looking 

after the mission boxes. We are very thankful for the service she has provided 

to us. 

Recently Claire has been looking to hand this job over to another enthusiastic 

parishioner.  Around the same time, David Earle expressed an interest in the 

mission area and leading the parish to be more active in this area. 

David has picked up the role of Mission Motivator, which Claire has very 

gratefully handed over. His first task will be to get more of you involved in using 

the mission boxes. Over the next few months he will be talking with young and 

old in the parish about ways you think we can be more active in supporting the 

wider mission of the church. 

http://www.anglicanmissions.org
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the toilet. 
 There will be addi-

tional space added to 
the lounge by ex-
tending the area to 
the east, near the 
current entrance 
from the hall, oppo-
site the side where 
both the old and the 
proposed new kitch-
ens are. 

 Cupboards will be 
added along the in-
side (hall side) wall 
either at the end of 
construction or after 
construction finishes. 
We also hope to 
build some cup-
boards in the hall. 
This will give us 
some much-needed 

storage. 

The door to the outside 
will be in the same place it 

is now.  

The current door into the 
Villas Trust Lounge from 
the hall, which will be 
closed over, is in the spot 
that is at the bottom left 

of the plan. 

If you have any questions, 
please speak to, email or 

ring: 

Brian Hartley, bri-
an@hartleynz.com, 

232-2138 

Katie Boyle, 
katieboylenz@gmail.
com, 478-0678 

Rev Ben Johnson-Frow, 
vicar@johnsonvillea
nglicans.org.nz, 970-

3003. 

The proposed changes to 
the area are planned to 

include: 

 The area under the 
floor will be dug out 
so the whole floor of 
the building is on the 
same level, at the 
height of the floor in 
the Hunter Lounge 
and hall. 

 The toilet will be 
more or less where 
the Villas Trust 
Lounge kitchen is 
currently. 

 The kitchen will be 
against the west wall, 
which currently has 
cupboards and the 
outside door. 

 The entrance into 
the hall will go past 

Villas Trust Lounge concept plan, Aug 15 

mailto:brian@hartleynz.com
mailto:brian@hartleynz.com
mailto:katieboylenz@gmail.com
mailto:katieboylenz@gmail.com
mailto:vicar@johnsonvilleanglicans.org.nz
mailto:vicar@johnsonvilleanglicans.org.nz


To find strength in hard-

ship, 

Kindness within unbeara-

ble pain, 

Love within adversity, 

And faith in an ocean of 

uncertainty. 

 

These are the signs of a 

woman,  

A friend, 

A devout Christian,  

A mother.  

 

Who through the most try-

ing of circumstances,  

Gave the greatest,  

Strongest, 

And most pure love, 

A woman can give.  

 

For is it those who make 

the least noise, 

Fuss,  

Or signs of struggle, 

Who face the greatest 

hardships? 

 

Thinking of no one else,  

Than those dearest,  

And closest, 

To the heart.  

 

Soft,  

Sweet,  

Calm,  

Thoughtful,  

Kind, 

Gentle.  

 

 

 

 

Frail in body. 

Yet, strong. 

Somehow strong. 

So strong.   

 

A woman whose greatest 

wish was to care.  

To care for those, 

And look after those she 

loved, 

And were dearest to her. 

 

Circumstances,  

Society, 

And personal struggles  

–would mean this would 

not be. 

Not in the way we, mere 

humans,  

May often expect.  

 

Though through Rose-

mary’s kindness,  

Faith, 

And prayers. 

She did so.  

 

She did so, 

In the way she knew best. 

In the only way, 

She knew.  

 

Always thinking,  

Of everybody else, 

But herself.  

 

Like a beautiful beach, dot-

ted in shells. 

Life is dotted with people. 

People who shape us, 

Love us, 

Test us,  

Change us, 

Question us, 

And ask of us. 

 

But it is rare to be blessed 

with a person – who simp-

ly knows us.  

 

Knows you, 

Cares for you, 

Appreciates you, 

And really,  

You. 

 

Only you. 

Nothing more. 

 

As you are – to the core of 

your person. 

Asking nothing,  

But to simply be.  

 

To be you. 

 

And know that you are 

loved, 

Unconditionally. 

 

This is the strongest and 

most beautiful of loves. 

 

A love for all things beauti-

ful and sweet. 

 

Nature, 

Music,  

Animals, 

Antiques, 

A smile, 

A song. 

 

And faith – in the sense of 

always seeing the best in 

others,  

For Rosemary 
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Amongst a harsh and trou-

blesome world.  

 

These are the special gifts, 

I see within myself – and 

thank Rosemary for.  

All things, bright and beau-

tiful.   

 

To find strength in hard-

ship,  

Kindness in unbearable 

pain, 

Love within adversity, 

And faith in an ocean of 

uncertainty. 

 

This is the greatest love.  

A woman, 

A friend,  

A devout Christian. 

 

A mother—can give.  

 

 

Written for Rosemary 

Palmer 

 

By Alison Palmer 31.07.15   



What Vestry did in May and June 

approval is required. Vestry 

approved negotiation with 

the Council to go ahead, as 

the development is good 

for the community.  The 

bell tower floodlights have 

been fixed. Work will go 

ahead to fix the leak in the 

roof above the organ. A 

quote is being sought to 

replace the Vicarage 

shower and reclad the 

bath. The proposed plans 

for the Villas Trust Lounge 

were presented and 

discussed. 

Marion has offered to 

coordinate a team of 

volunteers to provide 

“Ministry Meals” for 

families and individuals in 

need (e.g. illness, 

emergency, birth or 

bereavement). The service 

will be advertised and 

requests made for 

volunteers. 

A welcome/introduction 

to St John’s card is 

proposed to be placed in 

the pews.  Vestry members 

were encouraged to be at 

church early to welcome 

new people and stay 

around a bit longer after 

the service. 

The June meeting was held 

at Sudharshini’s place. 

Ben thanked David for 

making recordings of the 

sermons. They are being 

listened to by people from 

as far away as Hamilton. 

Angie’s notice of 

resignation as Parish 

Administrator was noted. 

It was noted that there are 

some gaps in the church 

roster, mostly in the 8.30 

service. It was reported 

that all outstanding costs 

associated with Fr Philip’s 

purchase of hymn books 

have been covered by 

generous donations from 

parishioners.  

The property committee 

reported that they are 

having further discussion 

around the concept plan 

for the Villas Trust Lounge.  

In particular, the best 

placement for the 

bathroom is still under 

discussion. This will delay 

the process for holding the 

SGM by about a month.   

Contracting is proceeding 

for the stage one work on 

Holy Trinity Ohariu. 

Alan reported on finances.  

Offertory levels continue 

to be strong. However, 

costs are increasing as the 

parish becomes more 

active. This means that the 

parish does need to 

generate further income.  

Alan is exploring the 

option of setting up an 

accounting program for 

parish accounts.  

There was discussion 

about having a larger table 

The May vestry meeting 

was held at Katie’s home.  

Ben reported things are 

going well in the parish. 

Ben has been asked to 

provide spiritual direction 

for a Men’s retreat and 

Ben and Teri will be helping 

with the diocesan 

leadership conference.  

Talks are underway with 

Johnsonville School about 

helping with stationery 

grants for children in need. 

Ben also put forward a 

proposal for the parish to 

financially support a child 

to continue to attend 

Riding for the Disabled. 

This was approved and 

advertised in Contact.  

Alan reported that the 

offetory continues to be 

good. 

Warren reported on 

progress with the Holy 

Trinity renovations. 

Contract negotiations 

with the builder were 

underway. A further 

funding application is 

being made. The Ohariu 

Valley Ladies’ Guild will 

fundraise with a “Garden 

Walk” in November. 

Marc reported on St 

John’s property. The 

Wellington City Council 

plans to build and widen 

the existing footpath 

around the Church 

property. Diocesan 
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year. 

Also it is a great time to 

have another look at all 

those things in our houses, 

sheds, etc. that we feel we 

can probably do without. 

It’s a good time to have a 

cleanout.  

We will need books, plants, 

produce, electrical goods, 

kitchen utensils, china, toys, 

pictures and mirrors, glitz 

and glamour and white ele-

phant goods. 

Goods can be brought to 

the church hall on or be-

fore 3 October, when we 

have the sorting day. 

If you wish to have goods 

picked up please ring John 

478-5824, text 027 

4250587or email jsis-

sons@actrix.co.nz.  

Clipboards with sign-up 

sheets to help will be put 

on the table in the 

church. We do need lots 

of people to help with the 

transporting of goods and 

equipment from the 

church hall to the Com-

munity Centre on Friday 

16 October. Also there is 

the inevitable clean up at 

the end so help will be 

needed there as well. 

Please mark this weekend 

in your calendar and come 

along to enjoy a great time 

of fun and food.  

John Sissons 

Our fair this year is to be 

held in the Johnsonville 

Community Centre Hall 

and Trust Room on 17 Oc-

tober.  We are holding it 

there because the hall at 

Onslow College is unavaila-

ble for hire this year due to 

reconstruction. 

Our fair committee has 

been holding meetings over 

the last few months to plan 

for the day. We are now in 

the final stages of prepara-

tion for the layout of tables 

and trestles and other facili-

ties. 

As we do at this time every 

year, we are asking help 

from our parishioners to 

make jams, cakes and foods 

to sell at the fair. 

There has been a 

tremendous re-

sponse to this in 

the past and we 

are looking to 

repeat that this 

St John’s parish fair 2015 

in setting up home groups. 

Consideration will be given 

to who could host these. 

The Spring Dinner is 

planned to be held on 

Saturday 12 Sept – with a 

traditional kiwi pot-luck. 

[Note: Plans for this have 

fallen through and it will 

no longer be held.—Ed.] 

Welcome lunches will now 

be bi-monthly, with Ravi 

and Sudhashini hosting 

in July and the host for 

September to be 

advised. [Note: This was 

planned for 5 September, 

but no further plans 

have been made.—Ed.] 

for morning tea following 

the services, due to 

increased attendance. Also 

an extra helper could be 

rostered for 10.00.  As 

more parishioners and 

children are crossing 

between the church and 

hall, ideas were discussed 

for improving safety.  There 

is interest from parisioners 
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 Kids Church 

We kicked off with the 
children having to practice 
patience by not eating 
their marshmallow while 
waiting for a second one, 
which they managed admi-
rably!   We covered faith-
fulness through looking at 
Moses and Daniel and we 
had a ‘sticking with God’ 
prayer station at the end.  
Angie brought Joy into 
their hearts through letting 
them throw balloons into 
the air and pop them!  We 
had special guests Fudge 
and Smudge join us 
(courtesy of the Wright 
family) to help teach us 

about gentleness. 

 We made peace doves and 
learnt about how to exer-
cise self-control.  Angie 
taught how important it is 
to be kind to those in 
need by playing stuck in 
the mud: nothing in life can 
function if nobody com-
mits a kind act...we are all 
stuck!  The children also 
demonstrated their kind-
ness in making mothers 
day craft for their mums.  
For love, the kids had Bible 
verses around the room 
and had to find the one 
they loved the most and 
co-ordinate an act around 
that verse.  To round it all 

off at the end of the term 
we created Fruit of the 
Spirit socks, filled with 
symbols of each lesson, in-
cluding an act of kindness, 
feather for gentleness, 

hearts for love etc. 

This term we are covering 
some of the big characters 
and stories who shaped 
the old testament and so 
far we’ve read the story of 
creation, Adam and Eve, 
Noah’s Ark and coming 
soon to St John’s  church 
hall, we have the story of 
Abraham and Sarah and 
also The Tower of Babel!  

Don’t miss it! 

 

Focus Feature: 5–10 

yr olds  

Last term was a neat term 
with the older group, after 
a bit of an unsettled first 
term with Angie and I feel-
ing our way a bit and with 
the kids getting to know 

us and one another. 

We’ve had some fantastic 
worship sessions and it’s 
been fun finding and teach-
ing the kids new songs – 
and actions!  Worship has 
been a fun journey finding 
new songs and often 
matching relevant songs to 
the study of the week.  We 
have enjoyed some con-
temporary versions of ‘If 
you’re happy and you 
know it” and “This little 
light of Mine”.  Another 
popular one is “Gonna 
jump up and down” and 
the children have loved 
rocking up the front at the 
end of church and singing 

their favourites.   

We focused on the Fruits 
of the Spirit in term 2 
which the children really 
responded to and I am 
amazed at how much they 

have retained. 

The term 

This term our two younger 

groups (0-5 and 5-10) are 

looking at the bible, bible 

stories, who is God and who 

am I. We have been listening 

and talking, cutting and 

pasting and drawing, 

worshipping and thinking and 

learning and growing and 

having LOTS of fun! 

We’ve just recently 

had Andrew Darling 

join the team help-

ing out and he’s 

proved to be a real 

sport—even show-

ing the kids how we 

dress for a lot of 

rain—or even a 

Noah’s Ark flood! 

The team 

This term’s kids church is 

being run by the fabulous 

Angie, Marion, Andrew, Joy, 

Nikki, Shanuki, Chris and 

Teri... with lots of extra 

help from parents :) Thanks 

for all the amazing work 

you do!  
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Services for Sept/Oct/Nov 2015 

Sunday,  6 September 

8.30am Eucharist 

10.00am Eucharist, Kids’ Church 

5.00pm Evensong 

Sunday, 13 September 

8.30am Eucharist 

10.00am Eucharist, Kids’ Church 

5.00pm Ohariu Valley 

 Service 

Sunday, 20 September 

8.30am Eucharist 

10.00am Eucharist, Kids’ Church 

5.00pm Evensong 

Sunday, 27 September 

8.30am Eucharist 

10.00am Pet Service 

Sunday, 4 October 

8.30am Eucharist 

10.00am All-Age Service 

7.00pm Evensong 

Sunday, 11 October 

8.30am Eucharist 

10.00am All-Age Service 

5.00pm Ohariu Valley 

 Service 

Sunday, 18 October 

8.30am Eucharist 

10.00am Eucharist, Kids’ Church 

7.00pm Evensong 

Sunday, 25 October 

8.30am Eucharist 

10.00am Eucharist, Kids’ Church 

Sunday, 1 November 

8.30am Eucharist 

10.00am Eucharist, Kids’ Church 

7.00pm Evensong 

Sunday, 8 November 

8.30am Eucharist 

10.00am Eucharist, Kids’ Church 

5.00pm Ohariu Valley 

 Service 

Sunday, 15 November 

8.30am Eucharist 

10.00am Eucharist, Kids’ Church 

7.00pm Evensong 

Sunday, 22 November 

8.30am Eucharist 

10.00am Eucharist, Kids’ Church 

Sunday, 29 November 

8.30am Eucharist 

10.00am Eucharist, Kids’ Church 

Sunday, 6 December 

8.30am Eucharist 

10.00am Eucharist, Kids’ Church 

7.00pm Evensong 

Important dates for 

your diary 
Sunday 27 September:—St John's 

Pet service 

Sunday 4 October—Holidays:  Kid 
friendly adult church or a movie for 

kids 

Sunday 11 October—Holidays:  Kid 
friendly adult church or a movie for 

kids 

Sunday 18 October—First week 

back: Kids Church starts again 



Parish Directory 

Vicar     The Revd Ben Johnson-Frow  970-3003, (027) 570-3003 

Ministry 

Kids Church    Teri Johnson-Frow 970-3003 

mainly music   Katie Boyle  478-0678  katieboylenz@gmail.com 

Overseas Mission Secretary David Earle  478-0678  davidearlenz@gmail.com 

Opportunity Shop   Junette Mann 938-4930 

Pastoral Care 

Church Transport Coordinator Toni Finkle  478-9201 

Ezee Meals    Graham Soal 970-1336 

Order of Saint Luke  Betty Meyers 478-7412 

Pastoral Care Coordinator Jane Watts      499-3807  janewatts@xtra.co.nz 

Prayer Circle   Margaret Sissons  478-5824 

Side by Side mentoring  Pratibha Vinod 478-4234 

Groups 

Evensong Choir   Greg Knight  479-2316  

Men’s Group   John Sissons  478-5824 

Ohariu Guild   Anne Harris  478-8896 

Parish Prayer Group  Margaret Sissons 478-5824 

St John’s Bowls (winter)  Wayne & Debbie Mackley 477-3833 

Women’s Fellowship (AAW):  Toni Finkle (leader)  478-9201 

Vestry 

Vicar’s Warden    Alan Davison 477-0038 

     vwarden@johnsonvilleanglicans.org.nz 

People’s Warden   Katie Boyle  478-0678 

     pwarden@johnsonvilleanglicans.org.nz 

Secretary    Ruth Peoples  

Treasurer    Alan Davison 477-0038 

     Warren Bryant 478-6074 

     Sudharshini Dharmawardane 478-4145 

     Marion Howard-Brumby   

     Marc Nicholson  

     Pratibha Vinod 478-4234 

Synod Rep:     Chris Nimmo 478-2118 

Administration 
Parish Office    Vicki Watson     973-1729 

     office@johnsonvilleanglicans.org.nz 

Contact the parish office for rostering matters and hall and lounge bookings. 

Parish Recorder    Graham Soal  970-1336 
 

     


